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Results

• All participants enjoyed teaching and 
learning within the clinical 
environment.

• Clinicians and students mostly agreed 
in topics needed to be covered, 
including common paediatric 
conditions and generic skills required 
for postgraduate training. 

• Clinicians emphasised holistic thinking 
and clinical reasoning as key skills.

• Clinicians valued development of an 
adult-learning approach. Students’ 
expectations aligned towards support 
and guidance within the clinical 
environment.

• Students perceived some clinicians 
lacked appreciation for the anxieties 
Paediatrics as a speciality and a new 
clinical environment may elicit. 

• Students and clinicians identified 
similar challenges when learning in the 
clinical environment: workload, staff 
availability for teaching support and 
learning resources, and identifying 
patients appropriate for review.

All these factors contributed to the 
degree of participation and engagement. 

Objectives

Valued aspects of teaching and learning 
within the clinical environment:
1. Value of participation in clinical work
2. Developing readiness for postgraduate 

training 
3. Levels of engagement in teaching and 

learning
4. Understanding perspectives is 

important

• This study identifies similarities and 
differences in perspectives and 
expectations within the educational 
partnership between paediatricians and 
medical students.  Engagement is 
hindered when expectations and 
perceptions misalign.

• There is an expectation of medical 
students to transition towards 
educational independence during 
medical training.  Progress of this 
transition is shaped by the character of 
the clinical and educational community 
in which the learner is placed.

• A qualitative study was undertaken 
using 26 semi-structured interviews 
with clinicians (n=7) and 4th year 
medical students (n=19) during their  
placements in a Level 2 paediatric unit. 

• Data was collected between 
September 2021 to September 2022.

• Interviews were audio recorded and 
transcribed verbatim, with full consent 
of participants. 

• Qualitative data derived from 
interviews was thematically analysed 
using Braun and Clarke's framework1.

• Data saturation was reached. 

• Thematic analysis was conducted by 2 
researchers independently. 

• Themes were then refined through an 
iterative process of discussion between 
the researchers. 

This study explores experiences, 
perceptions and expectations of 
paediatricians and medical students 
when teaching and learning within a 
paediatric clinical environment.

1. Training for clinical staff on curriculum requirements and learning methods.
2. An educational mentor scheme for students.
3. Structured, self-directed learning resources available to complement clinical teaching.

Conclusion
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